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“Do You Want to Live Forever?”

I. God did not want us to live forever in a fallen state.

22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of
Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"-- 23 therefore the LORD
God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he
was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the

east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to guard the way to the tree of life. - Genesis 3:22-24 NKJV

I1. Paul says that for a follower of Christ, dying is a gain.

21 For to me, to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain. 22 But if [I] live on in
the flesh, this [will mean] fruit from [my] labor; yet what I shall choose 1
cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to
depart and be with Christ, [which is] far better. 24 Nevertheless to remain
in the flesh [is] more needful for you. - Philippians 1:21-24 NKJV

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.

- 1 Thessalonians 4:13 NKJV

19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility,
not willingly, but because of Him who subjected |it] in hope; 21 because
the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23
Not only [that], but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the
redemption of our body. - Romans 8:19-23 NKJV

Philippians 1:21-24

ITI. Our hope is eternity without the effects of sin.

27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28
"And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall
anyone snatch them out of My hand. - John 10:27-28 NKJV

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal [must] put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put
on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in
victory." 55 "O Death, whete [is] your sting? O Hades, where [is] your
victory?" - 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 NKJV

3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of
God [is] with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them [and be] their God. 4 "And God
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things
have passed away." - Revelation 21:3-4 NKJV



