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Galatians 4:21-31
“Which Child Are You?”

I. Abraham had two sons. (vv. 21-23)

21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the
law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a
bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he [who was] of the
bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the
freewoman through promise, - Galatians 4:21-23 NKJV

Il. Allegorically they represent two covenants. (vv. 24-27)

24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the
one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar-
- 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to
Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children-- 26 but
the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. 27 For it is
written: "Rejoice, O barren, [You] who do not bear! Break forth and
shout, You who are not in labor! For the desolate has many more
children Than she who has a husband." - Galatians 4:24-27 NKJV

18 For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched
and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and
tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so
that those who heard [it] begged that the word should not be
spoken to them anymore. ... 22 But you have come to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an
innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that
speaks better things than [that of] Abel.

- Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 NKJV

16 "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but
by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that

we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the
law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.
- Galatians 2:16 NKJV

Which child are you?

Ill. Paul gives one application. (vv. 28-31)

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac [was], are children of promise. 29
But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him
[who was born] according to the Spirit, even so [it is] now. 30
Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the
bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not
be heir with the son of the freewoman." 31 So then, brethren, we
are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

- Galatians 4:28-31 NKJV

1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi,
we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him." 3 Jesus answered
and said to him, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to
Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus
answered, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 "That which is
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 "Do not marvel that | said to you, 'You must be born again.'

- John 3:1-7 NKJV

Truths to Take with Us.

Through Christ you are a child of the Promise.



